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NFU SCOTLAND – EVIDENCE TO COMMITTEE ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE ON AGRICULTURE AND LAND USE 

 

Introduction 
 
Food production and meeting climate change targets are not mutually exclusive. As far as 

agriculture is concerned, the Scottish Government appears to be understanding that our 

sector’s function is somewhat different from others, in that increasing efficiency per farming 

unit whilst growing output is more effective than putting caps on emissions and then seeing 

production moved elsewhere. In this sense, NFU Scotland (NFUS) favours a voluntary rather 

than a mandatory approach to managing carbon emissions.  

 

There are a number of measures and players currently in operation to manage carbon 

emissions through the agriculture sector, including the monitor farm network, the agricultural 

colleges and research institutes, diffuse pollution plan and Farming For a Better Climate 

(FFBC). This briefing examines a number of these initiatives in further depth and measures 

their effectiveness in managing carbon abatement through agriculture practices and land use. 

 

Initiatives 
 
NFUS is supportive of measures such as carbon accounting, which offer farmers the tools and 

recommendations to make efficiency improvements whilst also taking into account business 

operations. An effective, although complex, model is PLANET (Planning Land Applications 

of Nutrients for Efficiency and the environment) which is a support tool for nutrient 

management decisions.  

 

Farm assurance schemes for larger producers, and farm assurance audits for smaller 

producers, have also encouraged farmers to make increment changes to farming practices. In 

recent years, NFUS has tested the concept of adding climate change “bolt-ons” to farm 

assurance schemes, in a system that could allow producers to gain in export markets. 

However, with many retailers already imposing in-house environmental schemes on 

producers, this concept is yet to gain significant support amongst the membership. 

 

NFUS has also lobbied for greater funding to promote soil testing and nutrient budgeting, and 

has pushed for regulation that allows better drainage of agricultural land. 

 
Farming For a Better Climate (FFBC) 
 
Farming for a Better Climate is a key initiative funded by the Scottish Government, and 

managed by SRUC, which NFU Scotland strongly supports. 
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NFUS believes that FFBC has switched the farming community on to the issue that it has 

responsibilities to address Climate Change and has shown how these responsibilities can be 

delivered without business being compromised. It has been instrumental in providing 

practical advice for farmers, crofters and land managers to incorporate climate abatement 

measures whilst managing productive units.  

 

In this respect, NFUS believes that FFBC is deserving of greater prominence and resources. 

In time, the scheme could be developed to assist with the marketing of Scotland in 

international markets for its green credentials, whilst also assisting Scottish farming to adapt 

to Climate Change.  

 

Regulation 
 
Mandatory regulation – especially the Nitrate Vulnerable Zones – is prescriptive and top-

down, and puts an administrative burden on the farmer or land manager without achieving 

genuine behaviour and attitudinal change. 

 

However, SEPA’s delivery of its diffuse pollution priority catchment work in partnership 

with the agricultural community provides a good model in achieving behavioural change 

from farmers, backed up by a regulatory system. This approach has entailed significant 

expenditure of staff resources on SEPA’s part but it is delivering results.  

 

SRDP 
 
At a time of budgetary constraints, NFUS accepts the funding for agri-environment schemes 

as outlined in the Scottish Government’s plans for the SRDP from 2015 onwards, which will 

help improve the biodiversity of Scotland in the face of a changing climate. The new SRDP 

2014-2020 provides some opportunities to reduce emissions, whilst also enabling farm 

business to be more robust in the face of more demanding climatic and financial challenges.  

 

If Scotland is to have research that end-users need and which will deliver real value to the 

country (accepting that some research will be, and should remain, ‘blue skies’), then 

exchanging knowledge is not something that should simply happen at the back end of a 

research project. This engagement should happen at a strategic level on an ongoing basis (e.g. 

via a rural and environment research stakeholder group that includes Scottish Government, 

the Main Research Providers, and end users), and on a more ad-hoc issue-specific basis via a 

domestic version of European Innovation Partnership (EIP) model. NFUS hopes that the 

Scottish Government will embrace the EIP model, providing funding through the SRDP, in 

order to give farmers and crofters an opportunity to engage with researchers in the setting of 

research priorities and subjects. 

 

NFU Scotland considers that the Advisory Services budget, contained within the SRDP, 

should help to deliver good quality advice about how land managers, farmers and crofters can 

reduce their emissions and increase their resilience. It should also be noted that there may be 

scope via LEADER and/or the Knowledge Transfer and Innovation Fund for rural managers 

to access knowledge and expertise to deliver solutions that strengthen their businesses whilst 

improving their climate change resilience.  
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Carbon abatement in the livestock sector 
 
Whilst the arable sector is well switched on to the nutrient budgeting and optimising 

efficiency measures that are being put out via farming for a better climate, there is more 

scope for change in the livestock sector.  

 

NFUS considers that the proposed beef scheme contained within the new SRDP, funded by 

£30.1 million of new money, is an important measure that will allow a key part of the 

agricultural economy to increase its resilience and reduce its impact on the environment.  

 

Hitting climate change targets through an efficient beef sector that produces high-quality food 

whilst also reducing carbon emissions is a model that would be the envy of many other 

nations. This is an evolving area of policy, and NFUS anticipates forthcoming detail on how 

this scheme will be implemented. 

 

Renewables 
 
Renewables projects with an agricultural component have enormous potential and have in 

recent years been supported by the NFUS membership. Initiatives range between farm-scale 

wind projects, biomass plants which process woody material, animal carcass waste 

processing for electricity and biodiesel production, the manufacture of crop derived roadfuels 

and methane recovery and use from digested slurry. In partnership with Smiths Gore, NFUS 

launched the Renewable Development Initiative in 2014, which runs a number of workshops 

and renewables open days throughout the year. 

 

However, despite positive progress in this area, a number issues still pervade with regard to 

accessing connections to the grid, falls in Feed in Tariff rates, planning permission and, in the 

case of hydro schemes, accessing permits for water extraction due to designated sites and 

species.  

 

 


