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About Community Energy Scotland 
 

Community Energy Scotland is a Scottish Charity.  We have been instrumental in leading, developing and 
supporting the Community ownership and participation in new renewable energy projects for more than 
twelve years. We have over 400 members and a staff of 18. Community renewable energy projects can 
range from small installations on community buildings such as woodfuel boilers and photovoltaic arrays, 
through to commercial-scale windfarms of up to 9 MW (Point and Sandwick, Lewis under construction). 

Community Energy and CO2 emissions 
 
•  Climate change is caused by the way mankind uses the planet. 
 
•  In 2015, many people are remote from the production of the energy they use and are not part of the     
    energy generation or management process.   
 
•  Many local Community Energy groups have a main focus on CO2 reduction. 
 
•  Backing Community Energy projects and supporting community activists establishes a firmer  
    connection between the energy we use and the source of that heat, power or road fuel. 
 
•  Government targets for CO2 reduction and increased renewable energy production are important –   
    government policy at all levels (EU, UK, SG and local authorities) provide the context and support for  
    change. 
 
•  Support for low carbon technical innovation and test-bedding this in real communities is vital. Most  
   gains are made where projects also address fuel poverty (especially important in Scottish off-gas    
   areas or where housing stock is in poor condition).  
 
•  Supporting ground-up demand for community energy projects is most likely to influence an  
    increasing circle of local people towards positive change in CO2 footprint reduction at a personal,  
    family, community, neighbourhood and locality level. 
  
•  Engaged communities become aware and more receptive to low carbon change and adaption  
    messages.  
 
•  Supporting community energy projects acts as a gateway to other actions which result in CO2 reduction.   
   (e.g. local food production, alternative transport, tree planting).  Communities which benefit from income   
    arising from renewable energy sources have shown that they go on to invest some of those funds to low  
    carbon projects such as domestic insulation schemes, micro-renewables and electric vehicles.  
 



Community Energy Scotland is driving forward with our Local Energy Economy concept.  Local energy 
economies maximise the benefits of local renewable energy resources ( e.g. wind, hydro, biofuel, PV and 
ground source).  Communities substitute energy imports with their own generation (electricity and heat) 
and use that generated energy as wisely as possible, maximising the benefits of demand-side management. 
 
Ensuring that regulator, grid rules and costs support the change to local distributed renewable generation 
will not only reduce CO2,emissions but increase local resilience, energy security, the wise use of energy and 
drive more efficiencies in the transmission and storage of energy.  
 
Community Energy Scotland holds Scotland’s Annual Community Energy Conference – the largest  event to 
focus exclusively on community energy in Scotland each year which encourages innovation, political 
engagement and technical partnerships.   
 
Community Energy Scotland has assisted over 37MW of renewable energy generation capacity which are 
currently operational (27MW wind, 10MW heat). 
  
Community Energy Scotland has also supported Community Energy Malawi and projects there to reduce 
the rate of deforestation (efficient locally-made cookstoves) and increase learning and health opportunities 
(photovoltaic panels for schools and medical centres). 

We are Scotland’s Community Energy Charity 

www.communityenergyscotland.org.uk 

North Office - Dingwall 01349 860126 

South Office - Edinburgh  0131 

https://twitter.com/CES_Tweet 

https://www.facebook.com/communityenergyscotland 

Main messages 
 
1. CO2 reduction and adaption can be maximised only if communities are engaged. 
2. Community energy groups have shown they want to drive CO2 reduction and are practical and positive. 
3. Government policy and energy regulation is best when it enables communities to take action. 
4. Support for community energy projects results in lifestyle changes and democratic action for better 

energy stewardship. 

 

Community-owned turbines – Isle of Gigha (L), and at Horshader, Lewis (R). 
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